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Synopsis

In Crossing Paths, John Daverio explores the connections between art and life in the works of three
giants of musical romanticism. Drawing on contemporary critical theory and a wide variety of
nineteenth-century sources, he considers topics including Schubert and Schumann’s uncanny
ability to evoke memory in music, the supposed cryptographic practices of Schumann and Brahms,
and the allure of the Hungarian Gypsy style for Brahms and others in the Schumann circle. This
book offers a fresh perspective on the music of these composers, including a comprehensive
discussion of the 19th century practice of cryptography, a debunking of the myth that Schumann
and Brahms planted codes for "Clara Schumann" throughout their works, and attention to the late
works of Schumann not as evidence of the composer’s descent into madness but as inspiration for
his successors. Daverio portrays the book’s three key players as musical storytellers, each in his
own way simulating the structure of lived experience in works of art. As an intimate study of three
composers that combines cultural history and literary criticism with deep musicological
understanding, Crossing Paths is a rich exploration of memory, the re-creation of artistic tradition,

and the value of artistic influence.
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Customer Reviews

Crossing Paths deals with the confluence of three of the greatest composers of the nineteenth
century, and the influence they had on each other. The interactions are absolutely fascinating. | am

a decent amateur pianist and know a moderate amount of music theory. In places, this book went



past my level of understanding. Nonetheless, | could glean the broad outlines, and was still able to
appreciate the combined influences evident in the music of these three composers. The discussion
of whether or not Brahms and Robert Schumann used code in the music to honor Clara was
interesting. A lot of time was spent on the musical relationship between Brahms and the Hungarian
violinist Joachim--not part of the title, but certainly another important "crossing path". However, if
one does not have a pretty solid background in musicology and music theory, | would be somewhat
hesitant to recommend the book. If you have such a background, and love Romantic music, you will

likely enjoy it very much.

What a great book this is. Serious research, interesting cross-referencing, and many other great
qualities. | have found a few errors in the musical examples. | hope someone already communicated
with OUP regarding this, but there are wrong notes, and even wrong clefs(!) in some of the
examples.
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